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BOROUGH OF GROVE CITY COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION/ REGULAR MEETING 

February 16, 2026 
 
CALL TO ORDER WORK SESSION by Council President, Mary K. Mattocks at 6:09PM 
 
MEETING ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL 

X if present 

Council Member 
Name 

X if 
present Council Member Name 

X if 
present Other Name 

X Mattocks, Mary Kay X Bonner, Timothy (Solicitor) X Oakes, Vance (Boro Manager) 

X Morley, Shawn X DiStasi, Vincent  X Pokrant, Taylor (Asst. Man) 

X Eakin, Patrick X Riddle, Randy (Mayor) Absent Goncz, Dan (Engineer) 

X Henry, James X Swartfager, Julie   

X Hodge, Jeffrey Absent Zimmerman, William   

X Hoffman, Jared Absent Moeller, Elsea (Jr. Council)   

X Jaillet, Scott X Weller, Liam (Jr. Council)   

 
DISCUSS RK MELLON DOWNTOWN PLANNING GRANT 

• Mr. Brian Powell, Grove City College, was present and reported to Council the highlights of the Downtown 
Revitalization Plan that had been completed. Mr. Powell explained that the plan prescribed the creation of 
a downtown development corporation that would act as a non-profit entity for redevelopment of 
downtown properties. Council thanked Mr. Powell for his efforts, but expressed some concerns regarding 
continued increases in non-taxable property. Mr. Powell explained that this entity would temporarily hold 
these properties before they could be returned to the private sector. Ms. Mattocks asked what the next 
steps were. Mr. Powell explained that he is working on an implementation grant that would be submitted 
within the next few weeks. Ms. Mattocks asked if Council could meet with him before then and he 
confirmed that they could meet and discuss this further.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

• There being no further business for Borough Council, Ms. Mattocks adjourned the work session at 7:05PM 
 
CALL TO ORDER REGULAR MEETING by Council President, Mary K. Mattocks at 7:10PM 

  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
PRAYER: was offered by Ms. Mary K. Mattocks 
 
MEETING ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL 

X if present 

Council Member 
Name 

X if 
present Council Member Name 

X if 
present Other Name 

X Mattocks, Mary Kay X Bonner, Timothy (Solicitor) X Oakes, Vance (Boro Manager) 

X Morley, Shawn X DiStasi, Vincent  X Pokrant, Taylor (Asst. Man) 

X Eakin, Patrick X Riddle, Randy (Mayor) X Goncz, Dan (Engineer) 

X Henry, James X Swartfager, Julie X Graham, Will (Engineer) 

X Hodge, Jeffrey Absent Zimmerman, William   

X Hoffman, Jared X Moeller, Elsea (Jr. Council)   

X Jaillet, Scott X Weller, Liam    

 
REQUEST FOR CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 

• Mr. Robert Gropp, 406 W. Washington Blvd., reported that his bike club will be hosting a ride at the Hunter 
Farm bike trails and thanked the Borough for its winter maintenance of the trails.  
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COUNCIL MEMBER REQUEST TO ADD ITEMS TO THE AGENDA 

• None 
 
APPROVAL OF ‘BILLS PAID’ REPORT  
➢ Mr. Scott Jaillet moved to approve the ‘Bills Paid’ report. Mr. Jared Hoffman seconded the motion and it 

carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF ‘BILLS-TO-BE-PAID’ REPORT  
➢ Mr. Vince DiStasi moved to approve the ‘Bills to be Paid’ report.  Mr. Pat Eakin seconded the motion and it 

carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE WORK SESSION/PUBLIC HEARING/REGULAR MEETING ON JANUARY 22, 
2026 AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING ON FEBRUARY 4, 2026 
➢ Mr. Jared Hoffman moved to approve the minutes. Mr. Jim Henry seconded the motion and it carried 

unanimously.  
 
GROVE CITY LIBRARY REPORT 

• Mr. Scott Amon reported that the Library completed their soup sale fundraiser last week and raised $1,500.   

• Mr. Scott Amon detailed that the Library Open House was not well attended that was held two weeks ago and 
that the Library hopes to hold another one with their board in the summer.  

• Mr. Scott Amon reported that the Library will have their Harry Potter event this Friday.   
 
CONSIDER EVENT REQUEST: VFW AND AMERICAN LEGION 2026 VETERANS DAY PARADE TO BE HELD ON 
11/7/2026 
➢ Mr. Shawn Morley moved to approve the event request. Mr. Jeff Hodge seconded the motion and it 

carried unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER EVENT REQUEST: GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE TO BE HELD AT 
MEMORIAL PARK ON 4/5/26 FROM 6:30-7:30AM  
➢ Mr. Pat Eakin moved to approve the event request. Mr. Scott Jaillet seconded the motion and it carried 

unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER EVENT REQUEST: MIDWESTERN INTERMEDIATE UNIT EARLY INTERVENTION FAMILY SPRING 
EVENT TO BE HELD AT MEMORIAL PARK ON 5/1/26 FROM 2-4PM 
➢ Mr. Pat Eakin moved to approve the event request. Mr. Jared Hoffman seconded the motion and it 

carried unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER EVENT REQUEST: GROVE CITY DISC GOLF CLUB FOOLS IN THE FOREST EVENT TO BE HELD AT 
MEMORIAL PARK ON 3/28/26 FROM 8AM-5PM 
➢ Mr. Scott Jaillet moved to approve the event request. Mr. Jared Hoffman seconded the motion and it 

carried unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER REPORT FROM INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 

CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2026-4 APPOINTING BOND PROFESSIONALS 

• Mr. Oakes detailed that the Infrastructure committee met and is considering a bond issuance for the West 
Main Water Line project, East Main Water Line project, replacement of electric and water meters and 
Phase 2 of the Ward 4 Stormwater project. Mr. Oakes explained that the Borough needs to appoint bond 
professionals to begin this process and further discussions.  

➢ Mr. Jeff Hodge moved to approve Resolution 2026-4. Mr. Jim Henry seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 
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CONSIDER WARD 4 STORMWATER PROJECT PAY REQUEST BY CHIVERS CONSTRUCTION 

• Mr. Will Graham detailed that Chivers continues to make good progress on the project and has moved 
onto the Bessemer Ave portion of the project. Mr. Graham recommended payment of contractor pay 
request #1 in the amount of $113,431.23.  

➢ Mr. Pat Eakin moved to approve the pay request. Ms. Julie Swartfager seconded the motion and it 
carried unanimously. 

 
CONSIDER CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION’S ELIGIBILITY LIST FOR THE POSITION OF PATROLMAN AND HIRE 
ANDREW SZAFRAN 

CONSIDER BOROUGH OF GROVE CITY REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM AGREEMENT WITH ANDREW 
SZAFRAN 

• Chief Allias reported that Mr. Szafran had completed all his required testing and that he recommended 
that the Borough proceed with hiring him. Chief also commented that the new 12-hour shifts are working 
out well with limited overtime.  

➢ Mr. Pat Eakin moved to approve the eligibility list and hire Mr. Andrew Szafran contingent upon 
MPOTEC certification. Mr. Jeff Hodge seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 

➢ Mr. Vince DiStasi moved to approve the reimbursement agreement. Mr. Jared Hoffman seconded the 
motion and it carried unanimously. 

 
CONSIDER EVENT REQUEST: YMCA TRIATHLON TO BE HELD ON 5/2/26 FROM 6AM-12PM ON A PORTION OF 
MADISON AVE  
➢ Mr. Jared Hoffman moved to approve the event. Mr. Scott Jaillet seconded the motion and it carried 

unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER PINE TOWNSHIP’S REQUEST FOR WATER AND SEWER SERVICE EXTENSION TO 43 CARRIAGE LANE 
AND 128 VILLAGE PARK DRIVE, GROVE CITY, PA, OWNED BY VIPA LAND DEVELOPMENT 

• Mr. Goncz confirmed capacity for these requests.  
➢ Mr. Jim Henry moved to approve the utility extensions. Mr. Vince DiStasi seconded the motion and it 

carried unanimously. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT, PRESENTED BY MR. DAN GONCZ 

• Mr. Goncz reported that the fourth pressure filter will be delivered in mid-March. Mr. Goncz reminded 
Council that the funds for the water plant expansion have to be spent by September. Mr. Goncz informed 
Council that Mortimer will begin the West Main project in early March. Mr. Goncz reported that the 
Borough opened bids for the East Main Water Line Replacement project and that the low bidder for the 
project is Willson Excavating and Mr. Goncz recommended approval and award to Wilson.  

➢ Mr. Scott Jaillet moved to accept the East Main Water Line Replacement project and award the project 
to Wilson Excavating. Ms. Julie Swartfager seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 

• Mr. Goncz reported that the wasteload management report is nearly finalized and Mr. Goncz 
recommended approval of the attached pay requests.  

➢ Mr. Pat Eakin moved to approve the pay requests for GFT in the amounts of $634 and $280. Mr. Vince 
DiStasi seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  
 

BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT PRESENTED BY VANCE OAKES  

• Mr. Oakes recognized Public Works for the excellent job that they have done with snow removal this winter.  

• Mr. Oakes reported that he has been made aware of a water line issue at Mr. Dennis Sansotta’s residence on 
West Washington Blvd. Mr. Oakes reported that the Borough discovered that the contractor who replaced the 
water lines on West Washington Blvd in 2009 had placed the service line for Mr. Sansotta at less than two feet 
deep causing the pipe to freeze. Mr. Oakes explained that Public Works has since corrected this, but Mr. 
Sansotta incurred cost prior to this and that the Borough has turned this into Selective Insurance.  
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• Mr. Oakes detailed that Doug Brown has officially retired from the Borough and recognized his years of 
service.  

• Mr. Oakes shared correspondence that he received from the Grove City Historical Society thanking the 
Borough for its snow removal work.  

• Mr. Oakes shared that Borough has not been selected for the POWER grant for the Filer alley work.  

• Mr. Oakes shared that DEP has required additional testing by BP due to a historic release at the Marathon and 
DEP speculates that this historic release may be the cause of the gasoline odor in the sewer system, but is 
awaiting further testing.  

• Mr. Oakes asked Mr. Graham, LSSE Engineers, to report on the projects that he is working on.  
o Mr. Graham detailed that the Black Run Lift Station still has some punch list items remaining, but he 

expects a project closeout this spring.  
o Mr. Graham reported that LSSE is working with the Borough on a scope change request for Phase 2 of 

the Ward 4 Project due to only receiving $200,000 in grant funds for the project.  
o Mr. Graham explained that they are finalizing the bid documents for the College/Elm sidewalk project 

and are working with the Borough on a master recreation plan grant application.  
 

JR. COUNCIL REPORT PRESENTED BY JUNIOR COUNCILPERSONS,  Liam Weller and Elsea Moeller 

• Mr. Weller reported that Kindergarten registration is open for the fall.  

• Mr. Weller detailed that winter sports are going well with districts upcoming for many of the teams and 
spring sports getting started.  

• Mr. Weller reported that the High School held a polar plunge event last Friday and raised approximately 
$4,000 that was donated to a local charity.  

• Ms. Moeller reported that she interviewed Chad Patterson, Public Works Supervisor and shared some the 
goals and challenges of maintaining the Public Works Department.  
 

MAYORS REPORT PRESENTED BY Mr. Randy Riddle 

• Mr. Riddle thanked Ms. Moeller for presenting his report last month.  

• Mr. Riddle also reported that he did not perform any weddings in the fourth quarter of 2025.  

• Mr. Riddle shared that he attended the following events over the last month:  
o 1/22- Mercer County Boroughs Association Dinner 
o 1/27- PennNorthwest SITES Committee 
o 2/9- PSAB Conference call 
o 2/13- 2nd grade class visit to discuss local government 

• Mayor Riddle reported that he has the following events upcoming: 
o 2/20- Grove City Area Chamber of Commerce Quarterly meeting 
o 2/24- Mercer County 250 kickoff meeting and PennNorthwest SITES Committee meeting 
o 3/10- Grove City Area Chamber of Commerce dinner 
o 3/11- meeting with GCC President Bradley Lingo 

• Mayor Riddle shared that Chief has reported that there have only been 15 minor accidents since the beginning 
of the year and attributed to the good job that Public Works is doing with snow removal.  
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

• Mr. Hoffman reported that Springfield Township has passed the Volunteer Fire Department Tax Rebate 
program, leaving Wolf Creek Township as the only municipality within the Grove City Area School District 
that has not yet enacted the program. 
 

NEWS MEDIA 

• None  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
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There being no further business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35PM. 
 
Respectfully, Taylor G. Pokrant, Assistant Borough Manager  


