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BOROUGH OF GROVE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 

May 18, 2026 
 
CALL TO ORDER REGULAR MEETING by Council President, Mary K. Mattocks at 7:00PM 

  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
PRAYER: was offered by Mr. Jim Henry 
 
MEETING ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL 

X if present 

Council Member 
Name 

X if 
present Council Member Name 

X if 
present Other Name 

X Mattocks, Mary Kay X Bonner, Timothy (Solicitor) X Oakes, Vance (Boro Manager) 

Absent Morley, Shawn X DiStasi, Vincent  X Pokrant, Taylor (Asst. Man) 

X Eakin, Patrick Absent Riddle, Randy (Mayor) Absent Goncz, Dan (Engineer) 

X Henry, James X Swartfager, Julie X Calendar, Josh (Engineer) 

Absent Hodge, Jeffrey Absent Zimmerman, William   

X Hoffman, Jared Absent Moeller, Elsea (Jr. Council)   

X Jaillet, Scott X Weller, Liam (Jr. Council)   

 
REQUEST FOR CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 

• William Caldwell, 214 Franklin Place, wanted to thank Council for their continued work on behalf of the 
community.  
 

COUNCIL MEMBER REQUEST TO ADD ITEMS TO THE AGENDA 

• None 
 
APPROVAL OF ‘BILLS PAID’ REPORT  
➢ Ms. Julie Swartfager moved to approve the ‘Bills Paid’ report. Mr. Vince DiStasi seconded the motion and it 

carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF ‘BILLS-TO-BE-PAID’ REPORT  
➢ Mr. Jared Hoffman moved to approve the ‘Bills to be Paid’ report.  Mr. Scott Jaillet seconded the motion 

and it carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE PARKS AND RECREATION/REGULAR MEETING ON APRIL 20, 2026 APPEAL 
HEARING ON APRIL 28, 2026  
➢ Mr. Jared Hoffman moved to approve the minutes. Mr. Jim Henry seconded the motion and it carried 

unanimously.  
 
CONSIDER REQUEST FOR A MEADOW AREA AT HUNTER FARM PARK 

• Mr. Wayne Bloom presented his proposal to turn a portion of Hunter Farm Park into a meadow area to 
support butterflies. Mr. Bloom explained that he would want Public Works to stop mowing now and then 
he would plant milkweed next year after he examined the native plants that grew there. Mr. Oakes asked if 
Mr. Bloom would consider paying for signage to indicate that this area is intentionally not mowed. Mr. 
Bloom said that he could consider it. Ms. Mattocks referred the matter to the Parks and Recreation 
Committee for additional discussion.  
 

CONSIDER EVENT REQUEST: GROVE CITY DISC GOLF HUNTER FARM HUCKFEST TO BE HELD AT HUNTER FARM 
PARK ON 7/19/26 FROM 7:30AM TO 5PM  
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➢ Mr. Pat Eakin moved to approve the event request contingent upon receipt of insurance. Mr. Scott Jaillet 
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 

 
 
CONSIDER ORDINANCE 1507 ALLOWING A LIMITED APPROVED EVENT EXCEPTION TO THE OPEN CONTAINER 
ORDINANCE  

• Mr. Oakes provided a summary of the ordinance, highlighting that this would only be for council approved 
events.  

➢ Mr. Jared Hoffman moved to adopt the ordinance. Mr. Vince DiStasi seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 

 
CONSIDER EVENT REQUEST: AMERICA 250 BLOCK PARTY TO BE HELD DOWNTOWN ON 7/3 FROM 5-9PM 

• Ms. Heather Blanchard presented the request and detailed that she would be completing an application 
for open containers at the event and be submitting it now that the ordinance has passed. Ms. Blachard 
detailed that she would have two bands and would be closing College, Pine and Monteleone Park in the 
downtown area. Mr. Bonner asked Ms. Blanchard to verify her insurance coverage for serving alcohol at 
the event before submitting her open containers application.  

➢ Mr. Jared Hoffman moved to approve the event contingent upon receipt of proper insurance and 
separate approval for open containers. Mr. Pat Eakin seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 

 
CONSIDER WATER AND ELECTRIC METER PROPOSALS  

• Mr. Oakes explained that the Borough had looked at several vendors for water and electric meters and 
that he recommended TESCO’s proposal for electric meters and LB Water’s proposal for water meters.   

➢ Mr. Pat Eakin moved to approve the purchase of electric meters from TESCO and water meters from LB 
Water. Mr. Vince DiStasi seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 

 
CONSIDER ORDINANCE 1509 INCREASING WATER SERVICE RATES   

• Mr. Oakes explained that water rates would increase $2.55 for a residential customer with the funds being 
used to pay the 2026 bonds.  

➢ Mr. Vince DiStasi moved to adopt the ordinance. Mr. Jared Hoffman seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 

 
CONSIDER ORDINANCE 1510 INCREASING ELECTRIC SERVICE RATES   

• Mr. Oakes explained that electric rates would increase approximately $2.50 per month for a residential 
customer to pay the debt service on the bonds.  

➢ Mr. Jared Hoffman moved to adopt the ordinance. Mr. Scott Jaillet seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 

 
CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2026-09 APPOINTING MARY GROSSMAN TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
➢ Ms. Julie Swartfager moved to approve the resolution. Mr. Scott Jaillet seconded the motion and it 

carried unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER EVENT REQUEST: GROVE CITY COMMUNITY LIBRARY AMERICA 250 PICNIC TO BE HELD ON 7/2/26 
AT HUNTER FARM PARK FROM 5-7PM 
➢ Ms. Julie Swartfager moved to approve the event. Mr. Scott Jaillet seconded the motion and it carried 

unanimously. 
 

CONSIDER PAY REQUEST NO. 1 FOR THE GROVE CITY AIRPORT SNOW REMOVAL EQUIPMENT BUILDING TO 
PENN STATE CONSTRUCTION IN THE AMOUNT OF $184,438.21 

• Mr. Oakes reported that progress is being made on the airport building and recommended approval of the 
pay request.   
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➢ Mr. Pat Eakin moved to approve the pay request. Mr. Vince DiStasi  seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 

 
CONSIDER EVENT REQUEST: BIKE MS TO BE HELD ON 6/13/26 FROM 7AM TO 10AM (WITHOUT STREET 
CLOSURES) 
➢ Mr. Pat Eakin moved to approve the event. Mr. Jared Hoffman seconded the motion and it carried 

unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER EVENT REQUEST: GROVE CITY COLLEGE FIREWORKS DISPLAY TO BE HELD ON 10/3/26 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE FOOTBALL GAME 
➢ Mr. Jared Hoffman moved to approve the event. Mr. Pat Eakin seconded the motion and it carried 

unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER EVENT REQUEST: GROVE CITY MASONIC LODGE CAR SHOW TO BE HELD ON 8/2/26 FROM 9AM TO 
5PM 

• Mr. William Caldwell was present on behalf of the Masonic Lodge. Ms. Mattocks expressed concerns 
regarding other picnic shelter reservations for that day. Mr. Caldwell expressed that he would take it back 
to the Masonic Lodge for further discussion on an alternative date. Ms. Mattocks tabled the request.  

 
CONSIDER PINE TOWNSHIP’S REQUEST FOR SANITARY SEWER SERVICE EXTENSION TO 130 CRANBERRY 
ROAD, OWNED BY PAM DEVORE 
 
CONSIDER SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP’S REQUEST FOR SANITARY SEWER SERVICE EXTENSION TO 387 OLD ASH 
ROAD, OWNED BY JEFFREY MUSHER 

• Mr. Oakes confirmed that Mr. Goncz had reviewed both requests and capacity existed for them.  
➢ Mr. Scott Jaillet moved to approve both requests. Mr. Jim Henry seconded the motion and it carried 

unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER CDBG RFP FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES  

• Mr. Oakes detailed that the Borough had reviewed proposals for engineering services and that he 
recommended that the contract be awarded to LSSE with LSSE scoring the best across all reviewers.  

➢ Mr. Vince DiStasi moved to approve the award to LSSE. Mr. Scott Jaillet seconded the motion and it 
carried unanimously. 

 
LSSE ENGINEER’S REPORT, PRESENTED BY MR. JOSH CALENDAR 

• Mr. Josh Calendar detailed that bids were opened for the College and Elm Sidewalk project with Maker 
Construction submitting a low bid of $211,242 for core work and all three alternates. Mr. Calendar 
recommended approval of the bid and inclusion of all alternates but explained that this would require a 
revision of CDBG funds.  

➢ Mr. Jared Hoffman moved to approve the bids with all alternates included, awarding the work to Maker 
Construction Company and to revise CDBG FY 2025 to transfer $71,361 from the Woodland Ave project 
to the College and Elm project. Mr. Scott Jaillet seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  
 

• Mr. Calendar explained that the Borough received an LSA grant for Phase 2 of the Wolf Creek Storm Sewer 
project. Mr. Calendar asked for approval of the Service Order authorization allowing LSSE to begin work on 
the engineering for the project.  

➢ Mr. Vince DiStasi moved to approve the Service Order Authorization with LSSE.  Mr. Jim Henry seconded 
the motion and it carried unanimously.  

• Mr. Calendar explained that due to an unforeseen sink hole and issues establishing the slope near Wolf 
Creek, additional restoration work had to be completed for Phase 1 of the Wolf Creek Stormwater project. 



 4 

Mr. Calendar recommended that Borough Council approve Change Order No. 1 with Chivers Construction  
in the amount of $51,491.98.  

➢ Mr. Pat Eakin moved to approve change order No. 1 for Chivers Construction. Mr. Scott Jaillet seconded 
the motion and it carried unanimously.  

• Mr. Calendar explained that work continues on this project with pavement restoration expected within the 
next few weeks. Mr. Calendar recommended Chivers pay request No. 4 in the amount of $186,096.16 
contingent upon engineer’s review as LSSE just received it.  

➢ Mr. Scott Jaillet moved to approve the pay request for Chivers Construction in the amount of 
$186,096.16 contingent upon engineer’s approval. Mr. Jim Henry seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously.  

• Mr. Josh Calendar detailed that the Black Run Lift Station project is pending a few punch list items with 
closeout expected soon. Mr. Calendar detailed that Right Electric has submitted their final pay request 
with all of the electrical punch list items completed.  

➢ Mr. Pat Eakin moved to approve the pay request for Right Electric in the amount of $12,213.85. Mr. 
Jared Hoffman seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  

 
GFT ENGINEER’S REPORT, PRESENTED BY MR. VANCE OAKES  

• Mr. Oakes detailed that phase 1 of the water treatment project has been completed with Phase 2 expected 
to be completed within the next few months. Mr. Oakes detailed that Mr. Goncz recommended approval 
of Global Heavy’s pay request.   

➢ Mr. Vince DiStasi moved to approve the pay request from Global Heavy Corp in the amount of $50,000 
for Phase 1 of the Water Treatment Plant project. Mr. Jared Hoffman seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously.  
 

BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT PRESENTED BY VANCE OAKES  

• Mr. Oakes reported that Grove City is under consideration as a site for an AMP peak shaving project and that 
he is working on scheduling a meeting with Borough Council and AMP.  

• Mr. Oakes detailed that a thank you note was included from the Sansottas within Council’s board packet after 
receiving reimbursement from the Borough for a frozen water line that was installed incorrectly by a 
contractor during a Borough project.  

• Mr. Oakes provided Borough Council with a copy of the agreement with BP to reimburse the Borough for the 
lining of sewer main on West Main Street. Mr. Oakes explained that work should begin within the next few 
weeks on that project.  

• Mr. Oakes detailed that MPB had finished the Borough’s audit and that he would be scheduling a meeting with 
Council soon.  

• Mr. Pokrant updated Borough Council on the status of the Cinema Grille building downtown, detailing that the 
Borough had taken the current owners to court over unresolved code violations and that Judge Straub had 
provided an award in the Borough’s favor. Mr. Pokrant detailed that the current owners have 30 days to 
appeal this ruling.  

• Mr. Pokrant detailed that Borough Planning Commission has provided contingent approval for Grove City 
College’s land development plans. Mr. Pokrant detailed that Ms. Nelda Walters, 331 E Pine Street, has 
appealed a zoning determination by Mr. Pokrant as to whether Grove City College constructed their existing 
batting cages in violation of the Borough Ordinance. Mr. Pokrant detailed that this hearing is scheduled for 
June 22nd at 5PM.  
 

JR. COUNCIL REPORT PRESENTED BY JUNIOR COUNCILPERSONS, LIAM WELLER 

• Mr. Weller reported that 4th grade students held their band and chorus concerts on May 6th.  

• Mr. Weller detailed that the Grove City High School Baseball Team played at PNC Park on May 9th.  

• Mr. Weller reported that the Trigonometree planting event was held on May 11th.  

• Mr. Weller detailed the Grove City Boys and Girls Track Teams both won the District 10 Championships.  
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• Mr. Weller reported that graduation is scheduled for May 29th at the Grove City College Football field.  
 

MAYOR’S REPORT PRESENTED BY MR. Liam Weller 

• Mr. Weller shared that Mr. Riddle attended the following events over the last month:  
o 4/23- Mercer County Boroughs Association Dinner  
o 4/25- First Pitch for Grove City Little League 
o 5/7- PSAB Conference Call 
o 5/11- Trigonometree planting  
o 5/15- Historical Society Art Exhibit  
o 5/18- Proclamations presented by Ms. Mattocks on his behalf at the Grove City Track banquet 

• Mayor Riddle reported that he has the following events upcoming: 
o 5/26- PennNorthwest Site Committee 
o 5/30-6/3- PSAB Conference  

• Mr. Weller detailed that Mayor Riddle has a buckle up enforcement campaign ongoing and has their Bike 
Rodeo event upcoming on June 6th.  
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

• Ms. Mattocks thanked Ms. Swartfager for any assistance that she provided in getting the railroad to 
address crossings at Broad and Center. Ms. Swartfager said that she did not take any action and Mr. Oakes 
detailed that Mayor Riddle had been working on that.   
 

NEWS MEDIA 

• None  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:36PM. 
 
Respectfully, Taylor G. Pokrant, Assistant Borough Manager  


