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BOROUGH OF GROVE CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC HEARING/WORK SESSION/ REGULAR MEETING 

March 16, 2026 
 
CALL TO ORDER PUBLIC HEARING by Council President, Mary K. Mattocks at 5:45PM 
 
MEETING ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL 

X if present 

Council Member 
Name 

X if 
present Council Member Name 

X if 
present Other Name 

X Mattocks, Mary Kay X Bonner, Timothy (Solicitor) X Oakes, Vance (Boro Manager) 

X Morley, Shawn X DiStasi, Vincent  X Pokrant, Taylor (Asst. Man) 

X Eakin, Patrick X Riddle, Randy (Mayor) Absent Goncz, Dan (Engineer) 

X Henry, James X Swartfager, Julie   

X Hodge, Jeffrey X Zimmerman, William   

X Hoffman, Jared Absent Moeller, Elsea (Jr. Council)   

Absent Jaillet, Scott Absent Weller, Liam (Jr. Council)   

 
CONDITIONAL USE PUBLIC HEARING FOR RENOVATIONS TO AN EXISTING BASEBALL FIELD AND THE 
CREATION OF A NEW INDOOR SPORTS FIELD AT 100 CAMPUS DRIVE 

• Council held a public hearing regarding a conditional use application submitted by Grove City College for 
property located at 100 Campus Drive. The application proposed renovations to the existing baseball field 
and the construction of a new indoor athletic facility (air-supported structure) within the Public (P1) 
District. The meeting was called to order by Council President Mary Kay Mattocks, and a quorum was 
established. Notice of the hearing was properly advertised and posted. Mr. Taylor Pokrant presented the 
application, noting that stadiums and sports fields are permitted as conditional uses in the district. Mr. 
Pokrant noted that the Planning Commission had reviewed the application and recommended approval 
with the condition that field activity cease at 11:00 p.m. and lighting be turned off by 11:15 p.m. 
 

• Testimony was provided by representatives of Grove City College, including Susan Grimm, Vice President 
for Operations, and project engineer Jacob Rodgers. The project includes regrading and reconstructing the 
baseball field with turf, installation of new lighting, and development of an adjacent air-supported indoor 
facility for athletic use. The complex would also include batting cages, fencing, seating, and supporting 
infrastructure. The lighting system is designed to minimize spillover, and lighting operations would be 
controlled by timers. Construction is anticipated to begin in early summer pending permitting, with a 
projected completion in fall 2026. The applicant also explained that an alternate site was not pursued due 
to environmental constraints and cost uncertainties. 

 

• Public comment was received from nearby residents expressing concerns about noise, lighting, proximity 
to residential properties, and overall impact on quality of life. Concerns included lack of buffering or 
screening, increased activity duration, and cumulative impacts from existing recreational facilities such as 
pickleball courts. Residents requested denial of the application or the imposition of additional conditions, 
including relocation of certain field elements and implementation of noise mitigation measures.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

• There being no further business for Borough Council, Ms. Mattocks adjourned the public hearing at 
6:35PM 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER WORK SESSION by Council President, Mary K. Mattocks at 6:40PM 
 
MEETING ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL 
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X if present 

Council Member 
Name 

X if 
present Council Member Name 

X if 
present Other Name 

X Mattocks, Mary Kay X Bonner, Timothy (Solicitor) X Oakes, Vance (Boro Manager) 

X Morley, Shawn X DiStasi, Vincent  X Pokrant, Taylor (Asst. Man) 

X Eakin, Patrick X Riddle, Randy (Mayor) Absent Goncz, Dan (Engineer) 

X Henry, James X Swartfager, Julie   

X Hodge, Jeffrey X Zimmerman, William   

X Hoffman, Jared Absent Moeller, Elsea (Jr. Council)   

Absent Jaillet, Scott Absent Weller, Liam (Jr. Council)   

 
REPORT FROM SUPERIOR AMBULANCE ON 2025 EMS ACTIVITIES  

• Council met with Mr. Doug Dick, Superior Ambulance, to receive a report on the 2025 EMS activities 
conducted by Superior Ambulance. Mr. Dick thanked Council for the financial support that the Borough has 
provided and detailed that Superior responded to over 1400 calls in the Borough in 2025. Mr. Dick detailed 
that he employs 52 employees and that he estimated that the Borough is provided a benefit of about 
$55,000 by way of a copay reduction for all residents. Council thanked Mr. Dick for his work in 2025.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

• There being no further business for Borough Council, Ms. Mattocks adjourned the work session at 7:10PM 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER REGULAR MEETING by Council President, Mary K. Mattocks at 7:16PM 

  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
PRAYER: was offered by Ms. Mary K. Mattocks 
 
MEETING ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL 

X if present 

Council Member 
Name 

X if 
present Council Member Name 

X if 
present Other Name 

X Mattocks, Mary Kay X Bonner, Timothy (Solicitor) X Oakes, Vance (Boro Manager) 

X Morley, Shawn X DiStasi, Vincent  X Pokrant, Taylor (Asst. Man) 

X Eakin, Patrick X Riddle, Randy (Mayor) Absent Goncz, Dan (Engineer) 

X Henry, James X Swartfager, Julie X Calendar, Josh (Engineer) 

X Hodge, Jeffrey X Zimmerman, William   

X Hoffman, Jared X Moeller, Elsea (Jr. Council)   

Absent Jaillet, Scott X Weller, Liam    

 
REQUEST FOR CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 

• Mr. Harry Clarke, 716 Tidball Ave, reported concerns regarding speeding on Tidball Ave and requested that 
the Borough consider the placement of speed humps to slow traffic down.  

• Mr. Joshua Leal, 713 Tidball Ave, and Mr. Michael Jafone, 717 Tidball Ave, expressed their concerns with 
speeding on Tidball Ave as well. Ms. Mattocks stated that the Borough would take this matter to a work 
session for further discussion.  

• Ms. Heather Blanchard, 506 Uber Way, expressed concern with speed on Uber Way.  
 

COUNCIL MEMBER REQUEST TO ADD ITEMS TO THE AGENDA 

• None 
 
CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2026-05 DECLARING INTENT TO REIMBURSE EXPENDITURES  
CONSIDER INTENT TO ADOPT AND ADVERTISE ORDINANCE 1508 GROVE CITY DEBT ORDINANCE 
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• Mr. Oakes explained that the bond issuance would be for water line replacement work on East and West 
Main Street, Phase 2 of the Ward 4 Stormwater Project and replacement of water and electric meters. Mr. 
Mike McCaig, Raymond James, explained that the resolution would allow reimbursement for expenses 
incurred on the water line projects and that the ordinance would authorize the borrowing, with a not to 
exceed value allowing flexibility to ensure that 5 million dollars is borrowed.  

➢ Mr. Jared Hoffman moved to approve Resolution 2026-5. Mr. Pat Eakin seconded the motion and it 
carried unanimously. 

➢ Mr. Vince DiStasi moved to advertise Ordinance 1508. Mr. Pat Eakin seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 

 
SWEARING-IN OF ANDREW SZAFRAN 

• Mr. Andrew Szafran was sworn in as a police officer.  
 
APPROVAL OF ‘BILLS PAID’ REPORT  
➢ Mr. Scott Jaillet moved to approve the ‘Bills Paid’ report. Mr. Jared Hoffman seconded the motion and it 

carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF ‘BILLS-TO-BE-PAID’ REPORT  
➢ Mr. Pat Eakin moved to approve the ‘Bills to be Paid’ report.  Mr. Vince DiStasi seconded the motion and it 

carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE WORK SESSION/REGULAR MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2026, POLICE 
AND FIRE COMMITTEE MEETING ON MARCH 2, 2026, AND WORK SESSION MEETING ON MARCH 9, 2026  
➢ Mr. Jared Hoffman moved to approve the minutes. Mr. Pat Eakin seconded the motion and it carried 

unanimously.  
 
GROVE CITY LIBRARY REPORT 

• Mr. Scott Amon reported that the Library completed several fundraisers with local businesses.  

• Mr. Scott Amon detailed that the Library has breakfast with the Easter bunny coming up on April 3rd and their 
American Girl tea party on April 10th.  

• Mr. Scott Amon announced that the Library would be closed on April 3rd and 4th for Easter. 
 

CONSIDER INTENT TO ADVERTISE AND ADOPT ORDINANCE 1507 ALLOWING A LIMITED APPROVED EVENT 
EXCEPTION TO THE OPEN CONTAINER ORDINANCE 

• Mr. Jared Hoffman expressed that he would like to see additional changes to the applicant section prior to 
adoption and wasn’t ready for the ordinance to be advertised yet. Ms. Mattocks expressed that she would 
like to change the applicant section as well to ensure that Council is not being too restrictive, especially for 
new businesses. Ms. Swartfager echoed these comments and mentioned that many other ordinances in 
neighboring communities do not require applicants to be businesses. Ms. Mattocks suggested reviewing 
the ordinance at a work session prior to further action.   

 
CONSIDER EVENT REQUEST: GLOBAL FUNCTIONAL FITNESS 5K TO BE HELD ON 4/25/26 FROM 9-11AM 

• Mr. Daniel Satterfield, Global Functional Fitness, was present and detailed that he was looking for a 5K 
event to promote fitness in the community. Ms. Mattocks suggested that the event be held at Hunter Farm 
Park and Mr. Satterfield agreed.  

➢ Ms. Julie Swartfager moved to approve the event request contingent upon holding the event at Hunter 
Farm Park and receipt of proper insurance. Mr. William Zimmerman seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 

 
CONSIDER EVENT REQUEST: NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER TO BE HELD AT MEMORIAL PARK ON 5/7/26 
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➢ Mr. William Zimmerman moved to approve the event request without the use of amplification. Mr. 
Shawn Morley seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 

 
CONSIDER EVENT REQUEST: GROVE CITY AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY AMERICA 250 ART SCULPTURE EXHIBIT 
TO BE HELD ON 5/15/26 FROM 12-8PM 
➢ Mr. Jim Henry moved to approve the event request. Mr. Pat Eakin seconded the motion and it carried 

unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER VOLANT VFW REQUEST FOR FLAG DISPLAY AT MEMORIAL PARK FROM 5/21/26-5/28/26 
➢ Mr. Jeff Hodge moved to approve the display. Mr. Vince DiStasi seconded the motion and it carried 

unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER ALLEGHENY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 

• Mr. Oakes detailed that the Borough is part of the Allegheny Electric Cooperative group, which is a non-
profit that negotiates on behalf of the Borough for electric supply from a New York hydroelectric project. 
Mr. Oakes detailed that this only makes up a small amount of the Borough’s electric supply but is by far the 
least expensive. Mr. Oakes detailed that a rate increase has been requested, but even with the increase, it 
is still very inexpensive.  

➢ Mr. Pat Eakin moved to approve the agreement. Mr. Jared Hoffman seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 

 
CONSIDER RENEWAL OF EXTENET POLE ATTACHMENT AGREEMENT 

• Mr. Oakes detailed that Extenet has number of small cells on Borough poles and is requesting a renewal 
due to the current agreement expiring. Mr. Oakes recommended that the agreement be renewed.  

➢ Mr. Jared Hoffman moved to approve the agreement. Mr. Jim Henry seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 

 
CONSIDER RECREATIONAL LAND USE AGREEMENT RENEWALS FOR THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS:  

Grove City Area School District 
Grove City Little Eagles  
Grove City Midget Football  
Grove City Pony League 

• Mr. Vern Saylor, Grove City High School Softball, requested renewal with the placement of an additional 
storage shed. Mr. Pokrant confirmed that all the other groups requested renewal without any changes.  

➢ Mr. Pat Eakin moved to approve the lease renewals, including the placement of an additional shed by 
the Grove City High School Softball team. Mr. Jared Hoffman seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 

 
CONSIDER APPOINTMENT OF PSAB VOTING DELEGATES  
➢ Mr. William Zimmerman moved to appoint Jared Hoffman as the voting delegate and Ms. Mary K. 

Mattocks as the alternate. Mr. Shawn Morley seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2026-06 CDBG PROGRAM CHANGES  

• Mr. Oakes detailed that the changes as detailed would reallocate funds among fiscal years to allow for the 
completion of the College and Elm project due to savings from other projects. Mr. Oakes also explained 
that it would allow for the issuance of an RFP that would allow the Borough to spend grant money for the 
engineering of CDBG projects.  

➢ Mr. Jim Henry moved to approve the resolution. Mr. Vince DiStasi seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 
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CONSIDER AUTHORIZATION FOR BOROUGH MANAGER TO SIGN A RIGHT OF WAY AGREEMENT ALLOWING 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF A BURIED FIBER OPTIC CABLE UNDER OAKLEY KELLY DRIVE AT THE GROVE CITY 
AIRPORT  

• Mr. Oakes explained that this fiber optic cable would be to serve the hotels that are present along Oakley 
Kelly Drive.  

➢ Mr. Vince DiStasi moved to provide the authorization. Mr. William Zimmerman seconded the motion 
and it carried unanimously. 

 
LSSE ENGINEER’S REPORT, PRESENTED BY MR. JOSH CALENDAR 

• Mr. Josh Calendar detailed that the Black Run Lift Station project is pending a few punch list items with 
closeout expected in the spring.  

• Mr. Calendar explained that the Ward 4 project is ongoing with completion expected in June of 2026. Mr. 
Calendar recommended approval of Chivers’ Pay Request.  

➢ Mr. Jeff Hodge moved to approve the pay request for Chivers Construction in the amount of 
$280,143.43. Mr. Jared Hoffman seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  

• Mr. Calendar detailed that the College and Elm sidewalk project should be sent out to bid within the next 
month or so and that the Park Master Plan grant application will be submitted next month.  

 
GFT ENGINEER’S REPORT, PRESENTED BY MR. VANCE OAKES 

• Mr. Oakes detailed that phase 2 at the water treatment plant is ongoing with outdoor construction 
activities expected to resume in the spring. Mr. Oakes recommended approval of the attached pay 
requests.  

➢ Mr. Vince DiStasi moved to approve the pay requests for GFT in the amounts of $2,536 and $1,120 for 
general and construction observation. Mr. William Zimmerman seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously.  

• Mr. Oakes reported that demolition has begun at the satellite water plant. Mr. Oakes also reported that 
Mortimer Excavating started on March 9th on the West Main water project and that Wilson is expected to 
start on East Main project on March 23rd.  
 

BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT PRESENTED BY VANCE OAKES  

• Mr. Oakes reported that BP was on site last Friday completing additional testing to determine why the ground 
water has risen adjacent to the Marathon station that has caused the free product to leave the site and enter 
the Borough’s sewer.  

• Mr. Oakes detailed that the Borough was not awarded grant funding for the Filer Alley project as part of the 
GRG grant program.  

• Mr. Oakes thanked Ms. Swartfager for her assistance with two appropriations requests. Mr. Oakes reported 
that the Borough submitted two requests, one for an intersection widening project at Lincoln and N. Broad 
Street and the other for a trail project that would connect Hunter Farm Park to W. Main Street.  

• Mr. Oakes reported that work on the snow removal equipment storage building at the airport is expected to 
start on March 23rd.   

 
JR. COUNCIL REPORT PRESENTED BY JUNIOR COUNCILPERSONS, ELSEA MOELLER 

• Ms. Moeller detailed that kindergarten registration is open for fall enrollment.  

• Ms. Moeller reported that Spring sports have started at the High School and Middle School.  

• Ms. Moeller reported that renovations at Forker Field are currently underway.  

• Ms. Moeller detailed that the High School will be performing Hadestown March 26th through March 28th.  
 

MAYORS REPORT PRESENTED BY MR. RANDY RIDDLE 

• Mr. Riddle shared that he attended the following events over the last month:  
o 3/10- Grove City Area Chamber of Commerce Dinner 
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o 3/11- Meeting with Grove City College President Brad Lingo 
o 3/12- Attended the Butler County Boroughs Association Dinner with Mr. Jared Hoffman 

• Mayor Riddle reported that he has the following events upcoming: 
o 3/19- Grove City College Class to speak on local government 
o 3/24- PennNorthwest SITES committee  
o 4/12- Grove City High School Wrestling Banquet to award proclamations 

• Mayor Riddle reminded Council of the upcoming PSAB conference from May 31st to June 2nd and encouraged 
attendance.  

• Mayor Riddle shared that with the addition of Officer Szafran that the Police Department is now at full staff. 
Mayor Riddle announced that the Police Department will begin an aggressive driving enforcement campaign 
which will be from March 18th to April 26th. Mayor Riddle further detailed that the Grove City Police 
Department will hold their bike rodeo event on June 6th.  
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

• Ms. Mattocks reported that Grove City will have their annual fireworks program on July 4th and that there 
will be a patriotic program on July 3rd in Mercer for America250. Ms. Mattocks reported that Slippery Rock 
is having a freedom truck event and that she is trying to get the truck to come to Strawberry Days to 
celebrate America250.  
 

NEWS MEDIA 

• None  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:51PM. 
 
Respectfully, Taylor G. Pokrant, Assistant Borough Manager  


