BOROUGH OF GROVE CITY

MERCER COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ORDINANCE NO. 1395 of 2010

DOG LEASH LAW
W I T N E S S E T H :

WHEREAS, Grove City Borough has the right to regulate the presence and control of dogs outside of the lands which the owner, possessor or caretaker of the said dog resides; and

WHEREAS, Grove City Borough desires that any dog which is found off the residential premises of its owner, possessor or caretaker in control of said dog should be on a leash with an attendant as more fully set hereafter.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Grove City Borough Council as follows:

SECTION ONE

DOG LEASH

Any owner of any dog and/or any person possessing, caring for or in control of any dog shall be responsible for such dog if the dog is found to be off the property upon which the owner, possessor, caretaker or person in control of the said dog resides, whether said dog is off such property by acts of such person intentionally or unintentionally, or by acts of omission or commission by such person, unless such dog is on a leash not in excess of nine feet (9’), which leash, connected to the dog, is in the possession and control of the said owner, possessor, caretaker or person in charge of the said dog. The liability hereunder may be joint or several if multiple people own, possess, care for or control the said dog. Regardless of the circumstances, an owner or possessor of said dog shall have absolute responsibility for the whereabouts and control of the said dog and the leash requirements set forth herein. 

SECTION TWO

UNLEASHED AREAS
Grove City Borough Council shall have the authority to designate certain areas of Grove City Borough where dogs may be present free of the leash requirements set forth herein, provided that the owner of any such dog and/or any person possessing, caring for or in control of any such dog shall be present thereat with the said dog and have responsibility to ensure the good behavior of said dog.

SECTION THREE
FINE

The owner, possessor, caretaker and/or person in control of the said dog at the time it is found to be off the property which the owner, possessor, caretaker or person in control of the said dog resides and the said dog is found not to be on a such a leash, which leash is in the control of the said owner, possessor, caretaker and/or person in control of the said dog, or any dog is found to be in an authorized unleashed area without the owner, possessor, caretaker and/or a person in control of said dog present thereat, the said owner, possessor, caretaker and/or person in control of the said dog shall be subject to a fine not to exceed Three Hundred and 00/100 Dollars ($300.00) and court costs per incident. The fine and court costs may be imposed upon one (1) or more individuals if it is found that one (1) or more individuals own, possess, care for or control the said dog and had joint or several responsibility for said dog at the time it is found to be off the applicable premises.

SECTION FOUR
SAVINGS CLAUSE

Any provision of this law in conflict with the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania governing control of dogs shall be deemed to be repealed, but all other provisions of this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 

THE BOROUGH OF GROVE CITY ORDAINS AND ENACTS THIS ORDINANCE AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED AND ENACTED INTO LAW BY THE GROVE CITY BOROUGH COUNCIL THIS 16th DAY OF AUGUST, 2010.

ATTEST:





GROVE CITY BOROUGH
Paris L. Weiland





George A. Pokrant, President

Borough Secretary




Grove City Borough Council

This Ordinance is approved this 16th day of August, 2010.

Randy L. Riddle, Mayor

Grove City Borough
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