GROVE CITY BOROUGH COUNCIL

GROVE CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

REGULAR MEETING MARCH 21, 2011  7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER by Council President George Pokrant at 7:00 pm
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRAYER was offered by Council Member Michael Coulter
ROLL CALL was answered by Council Members Mattocks, Chapman, Pisano, Folkertsma, Pokrant, Black, Coulter, Bigley, Talbert, Mayor Riddle and Solicitor Bonner.  Member Hodge was absent.
REQUEST FOR CITIZENS TO BE HEARD   -  None
PRESENTATION OF AWARD – Police Officer of the Year 2010, Mark Jaskowak
APPROVAL OF BILLS TO BE PAID 

Mrs. Folkertsma moved to approve the bills to be paid report, as amended and the additional bills to be paid, with a second by Mr. Talbert.  The motion carried unanimously.

ENGINEER’S REPORT 

Mr. Goncz reported that there has been no change in the status of the wastewater treatment plant upgrade project.
The Wolf Creek-Slippery Rock Creek Regional Council of Governments met on March 16th.  As Springfield Township placed constraints on the amount of their participation, Pine Township and Liberty Township aren’t willing to move forward with the project with the possibility of having to pay for part of Springfield’s share of the costs.  There will be no expansion project at this time.  We will continue with the second phase of rehabilitation of the plant.  There is approximately $3 million in rehabilitation work to be done.

As a result of the capacity project not moving forward, he noted that PennWorks and PennVest loans will need to be rejected.

Mr. Black moved to reject the PennWorks and PennVest loans that were awarded for expansion of the wastewater treatment plant.  Mrs. Folkertsma seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
PROGRESS REPORT – Library Construction Project

Mr. Oakes reported that the project is on schedule.  They are evaluating a potential change order for handicapped access.
APPROVAL OF BILLS TO BE PAID REPORT – Library Construction Project
Mr. Oakes reported that the Library Board approved the bills to be paid.

Mr. Black moved to approve payment no. 3 to Milcam Inc in the amount of $78,111.58 and payment no. 2 to O’Brien Electric in the amount of $46,163.70, as approved by the Library Board.  Dr. Pisano seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF BILLS PAID REPORT

Mrs. Folkertsma moved to approve the bills paid report with a second by Mr. Chapman.  The motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Mr. Talbert and seconded by Mrs. Mattocks to accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 21, 2011.  The motion carried unanimously.
CONSIDERATION OF PLAN – Minority and Women’s Business Enterprise Plan, CDBG
Mrs. Folkertsma moved to approve the Borough’s Minority and Women’s Business Enterprise Plan.  Mr. Bigley seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 2011-3   – To Further Fair Housing Throughout the Borough of Grove City
Dr. Coulter moved to approve Resolution 2011-3 to further fair housing throughout the Borough, with a second by Mr. Black.  The motion carried unanimously.

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 2011-4 – Authorizing the Submission for CDBG Grant, FY 2011

Dr. Coulter moved to approve Resolution 2011-4, authorizing the submission of a grant application for CDBG funding for FY2011.  Mr. Black seconded the motion and it carried, with one negative vote cast by Mr. Talbert.
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS

· 2011-5 – Banner, Grove City Christian Academy

· 2011-6 – Banner, Olde Town Barbershop Chorus

Mr. Black moved to approve Resolutions 2011-5 and 2011-6 for banners to be placed by Grove City Christian Academy and Olde Town Barbershop Chorus, respectively.  Mr. Talbert seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE 1397 – Restate Pension Plan
Mr. Oakes reported that the administrator of our pension plan had recommended that we hire an attorney that specializes in tax law to review our pension plan.  This restated plan would keep us in compliance with current tax laws.  There are no changes to benefits.
Dr. Pisano moved to approve Ordinance 1397, restating the pension plan of the Borough.  Mr. Talbert seconded the motion and it carried with one abstention, by Mrs. Folkertsma as she is a retired employee of the Borough and receives a pension.
CONSIDERATION OF DESIGNATION – Official Voting Delegate, PSAB Conference
Mr. Black moved to designate Mayor Riddle as the voting delegate for the PSAB Annual Conference, with Patrick Chapman as the alternate.  Dr. Pisano seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

CONSIDERATION OF REQUESTS
Mr. Talbert moved to approve the request from Grove City United Methodist Church for use of the undeveloped softball field from March through June 2011.  Dr. Coulter seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Mrs. Folkertsma moved to approve the request from Slippery Rock Pregnancy Center to hold a Walk for Life in the Borough on April 30, 2011, contingent upon them meeting with the Chief of Police and the Mayor to finalize plans.  Dr. Coulter seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

After clarification of the request and noting that they are only requesting assistance from the Police Department at the start of the race, Dr. Pisano moved to approve the request from Phi Sigma Chi Sorority to hold a Sunset Sprint Race in the Borough on April 27, 2011.  Mrs. Mattocks seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT

Mr. Oakes reported:
· Ryan Bonner is representing Solicitor Bonner at this meeting.  Solicitor Bonner asked that Council be informed that Mr. Barnes has signed the approved agreement for handicap access to his building on South Center Street, however, he is requesting that Council re-consider reducing the stated fee of $50 per month to $25 per month.  There was no motion to authorize this amendment request.
· Regarding the tree removal at the airport, Mr. Jordan has signed the easement without enforcing Eminent Domain.  Solicitor Bonner has prepared a new agreement with a fee of $7,500 instead of the original amount of $4,000.  PennDOT Bureau of Aviation has approved the amount and will reimburse 97.5%.  Dr. Pisano moved to approve an agreement, in the amount of $7,500, with Mr. Jordan for tree removal at his property near Grove City Regional Airport.  Mrs. Folkertsma seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
· Distributed engineered preliminary drawings for PennDOT  traffic signal replacement on Main Street.  They will be using decorative poles at Liberty Street, Highland Avenue and Industrial Drive intersections.  They expect to put the project out to bid Fall 2011 and expect construction in 2012.
· On April 28th Grove City is hosting the Mercer County Boroughs Association meeting.  Dan Goncz agreed to be the speaker for this meeting.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Riddle reported:

· The Civil Service Commission has completed scoring for applicants.  They have established an eligibility list of the top three candidates.  He recommended proceeding with hiring of Max Wittlinger from that list.  Mr. Bigley moved to approve hiring Max Wittlinger from the list of eligible candidates for the position of Police Officer.  Dr. Pisano seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
· The department is enforcing Wave I of the Aggressive Driving program through March 27, 2011.
· The National Prescription Drug Take Back program will take place on April 30, 2011 at RxXpress Pharmacy, 111 Mill Street.
· Residents are reminded to check and use bicycle helmets and to check bicycles for safety.
· The new cruiser is expected to be delivered in the next couple of weeks
· PSAB’s 100th Anniversary Annual Meeting will be held April 10-13, 2011 in Hershey
· Regarding last month’s complaint regarding dog waste, he and Mr. Black spoke with the offending residents, who agreed to do a better job and clean up the waste.  However, this has not taken place.
OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. Talbert reported that Grove City Christian Academy started an archery program this year.  The middle school ranked first in the state, the elementary school ranked second in the state.  They will move on to national competition.
Mr. Talbert presented a letter that he prepared for DEP regarding the Tri-County landfill expansion and expressing Council opposition to this expansion.  He asked for feedback before sending the letter.  Dr. Pisano moved to oppose the further expansion of Tri-County Industries landfill.  Mr. Talbert seconded the motion.  The motion and second were amended to include “as was stated in previous resolution”  The motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Black moved to authorize a letter in opposition to the expansion of Tri-County Industries landfill be sent to DEP, after Solicitor review.  Dr. Pisano seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Mr. Chapman reported that the Technology Committee met on March 17, 2011 to review a solution to the electronic file cabinet and document management.

Progress has been made with Verizon and Armstrong issues, regarding pole attachment.
NEWS MEDIA  - There were no representatives from the media present.
ADJOURNMENT – There being no further business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:16 pm.
Paris L. Weiland

Borough Secretary
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